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** Please note this application is only for students who will have 
completed at least two semesters of law school by June 2016** 

 
Fellowship Program 
The FYLaw Fellowship program is designed to provide Capital University Law School students 
interested in the practice areas of adoption, child welfare and/or juvenile justice with a specialized 
law school experience, including unique educational, extracurricular, and employment 
opportunities.  
Many factors place children and youth at risk of involvement with our nation’s delinquency and 
child protection court systems, including child abuse and neglect, substance abuse, mental health 
needs, and educational issues. Of the 900,000 children served by the child welfare system, 114,000 
foster care children wait for safe, permanent homes because their biological parents’ rights have 
been terminated. Thousands of these youths exit the foster care system without the skills needed 
for successful independent living, leaving them vulnerable to unemployment, homelessness, and 
criminal behavior.  
Successful outcomes and futures for these children and youth are dependent on talented and 
dedicated legal professionals acting in all capacities within our child welfare and juvenile justice 
systems. Well-trained, highly qualified child advocates, agency counsel, government attorneys, and 
juvenile judges can make all the difference between a youth’s successful transition into adulthood 
and a youth’s continued struggle in the system.  
 
HER Adoption & Child Welfare Law Fellowship 
Adoption and child welfare law encompass a wide range of complex and challenging aspects. 
Adoption law professionals deal with termination of parental rights, parental consent, wrongful 
adoption, race and cultural issues, sexual orientation issues, and international issues. Child welfare 
and adoption practitioners grapple with systemic issues impacting the 500,000 children in foster 
care in the United States, which includes about 114,000 children who have been freed for adoption 
and who are waiting for permanent, loving homes. Each year, approximately 20,000 children in 
foster care will age out of the system without ever being placed with a permanent family. Qualified, 
highly trained attorneys are needed to advocate for the children, families, and child-serving 
agencies which come before the nation’s courts. 
 
Felicia Beth Nekritz Juvenile Law Fellowship 
Many factors place juveniles at risk of involvement with our nation’s delinquency and child 
protection systems. These factors include child abuse, neglect, substance abuse, mental health 
needs and educational issues. Youth who age out of the foster care system and/or are involved in 
the juvenile justice system are far more likely to become unemployed, homeless and/or involved in 
the criminal justice system as adults than those who do not. 
Felicia Beth Nekritz, L’96, was committed to helping juvenile offenders through her work at the 
Office of the Ohio Public Defender. The Felicia Beth Nekritz Juvenile Law Fellowship was 
established in her name to assist students who share her vision for improving the lives of juveniles 
through prevention, intervention, policy and systemic improvement efforts, as well as the provision 
of direct services for at-risk youth. 
 
 

Fellowship Application: 2016-17 
School Year 

Materials Due:* April 18th    
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Application Materials 
Your application must include each of the following items: 
 Resume – with current mailing address, email address, and phone number 
 Transcript 
 Letter of reference or recommendation from a professional experience or law school 

contact 
 List of extracurricular activities (including employment) that you plan or anticipate 

participating in during the 2016-17 school year, including expected number of hours per week 
spent on each activity.   

 Written Fellowship Proposal - Your proposal should be no more than five pages long (typed, 
double spaced), and should address the following questions: 

 Why are you interested in working in the adoption, child welfare, or juvenile law field 
and why should you be awarded a Fellowship?   
Be sure to include any relevant past (work or volunteer) experience or qualifications 
that may benefit you if selected as a Fellow.  

 What amount of funding are you requesting and how do you plan to use the funds?   
You may select from the attached list of proposed benefits, or propose something 
entirely different.  We encourage you to think creatively about the types of 
opportunities the program can support.  

 What is the reciprocal commitment you are willing to make if selected?   
Each Fellow will be required to make a reciprocal commitment that is proportionate to 
the amount of funding you receive.  You may select from the attached list of proposed 
commitments, or propose something entirely different.  We encourage you to think 
creatively about the type of commitment you can make and to propose something 
tailored to your interests.    

 
 Please return your Application to Melissa Lindsay, Fellowship Coordinator, via email at 

mlindsay@law.capital.edu by Monday, April 18, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. 
 Fellowship benefits will be capped at $1000 per recipient.  

 
 
 
Examples of Proposed Benefits: 
 Conference stipend to attend an approved conference 
 Independent study project stipend 
 Work stipend for unpaid position (either during summer or academic year; full-time or part-time) 
 Tuition for a specified class that is related to adoption, child welfare or juvenile justice. 
 We encourage you to create a unique proposed benefit! 
 
Examples of Proposed Commitments: 
 Fulfill upper class writing requirement with a paper, note, or project concerning a topic on adoption, child welfare, or 

juvenile law 
 Serve as student host for FYLaw Adoption Academy program at Nationwide Children’s hospital (this is a 3 hour 

commitment on Monday evenings for 8 weeks) 
 Facilitate Fellows brown bag lunch meetings (this is a monthly discussion of a hot topic or current case of interest) 
 Assist FYLaw with coordination of fundraisers or other major Center events 
 Assist FYLaw with administration of National Moot Court Competition in Child Welfare and Adoption Law – this 

could include research for the competition problem and/or logistical preparations for the event 
 Assist FYLaw with administration of the Wells Conference on Adoption 
 We encourage you to create a unique proposed commitment! 
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